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Quilts Attributed to Slaves - Online Sources 

The photo from about 1875 is from the Library of 

Congress. Aunt Winnie was a Missourian, formerly a 

slave, obviously a musician, and possibly visually 

impaired. 

 

Very few quilts are reliably attributed to women living in slavery. Here are some 

viewable on the web. As you can see---they look much like quilts made by mainstream 

quiltmakers of the same era. 

  

Quilt Index 

The Quilt Index website is nicely organized. One can go to their home page and put the 

word "slave" in the quick search box and come up with several quilts. 

http://www.quiltindex.org/  

 

Appliqued Wandering Foot, Turkey Tracks. Estimated date: 1857. Attributed to slaves in 

the Norman family, Mississippi. Private Collection. Recorded by Michigan Quilt Project. 

http://www.quiltindex.org/basicdisplay.php?pbd=MichiganMSUMuseum-a0b7k4-a  

also 

http://www.michigan.gov/hal/0,1607,7-160-17451_18670_18793-52931--,00.html  

 

White wholecloth quilt, estimated date: First half 19

th

 century. Attributed to Tish, a slave, 

Owens Co. KY. 

Private Collection. Recorded by University of Louisville Archives and Records Center 

http://www.quiltindex.org/fulldisplay.php?pbd=KentuckyUofL-a0a1h8-a 

 

Appliqued and pieced Whig Rose. Estimated date: 1850. Attributed to slaves on the 

White Family Plantation, Richmond, KY. Private Collection. Recorded by University of 

Louisville Archives and Records Center. 

http://www.quiltindex.org/fulldisplay.php?pbd=KentuckyUofL-a0a2i4-a 

 

Appliqued Reel Quilt, dated 1844. Attributed to slaves on plantation in Sedalia Missouri. 

Private Collection. Recorded by University of Louisville Archives and Records Center. 

http://www.quiltindex.org/fulldisplay.php?pbd=KentuckyUofL-a0a2n2-a 


