
Quilt by Deb Rowden 40” x 40” 

 

Deb’s quilt was inspired by one of the greatest quilts ever. It's on the 

cover of a very collectible little catalog  from the Buffalo and Erie 

County Historical Society. Patterns in Time: Quilts of  Western New 

York  was published in 1990. The original quilt was made by Marie 

Boag in Canisteo, New York.  The Museum called it a Blind Man's 

Fancy Variation.  

17" Block with 3" sashing 

The piecing of a square in a square in a flying geese sashing like 

Marie Boag’s  requires easing and an occasional missing point, but it 

can work. Deb solved the problem by setting blocks side by side. 

 

 

The Inside Block 

(finishes to 12" 

square) 

A – Cut 4 medium 

squares 2" 

B – Cut 12 dark & 

12 light squares 2 

3/8". Cut each into 

2 triangles with a 

diagonal cut. You 

need 24 of each. 

C – Cut 2 medium 

square 5 3/8". Cut 

each into 4 trian-

gles with 2 diago-

nal cuts. You need 

4 triangles. 

D – Cut 1 dark square 6 7/8" 

Piece Cs around the D square and then stitch rows of 6 sawteeth 

for the frame. 

 

The Outside Block (finishes to 17" square) 

E – Cut 4 light squares 5 1/8". Cut each into 2 triangles 

with a diagonal cut. You need 8 triangles. 

F – Cut 2 medium & 2 dark squares 5 1/2". Cut each into 4 

triangles with 2 diagonal cuts. You need 16 triangles. 

Piece 4 Fs to make a square. Add triangles E  to the sides. 

Then piece these around the inside block. 

 

Sashing of Flying Geese 

There are 12 geese per 17" strip. The geese should be 1.33 

to 1.41"  tall to mesh perfectly with the blocks. But that 

won't work. Piece the geese 1 1/2" x 3" and chop off points 

on one of them or ease if you have to. The cutting informa-

tion is for 1 strip. 

G- Cut 12 squares 2 3/8". Cut each into 2 triangles with a 

diagonal cut. You need 24. 

H – Cut 3 squares 4 1/4". Cut each into 4 triangles with 2 

diagonal cuts. You need 12. 

Stitch 2 Gs to either side of an H triangle. Make strips of 

12. 

I – For the four patch in the cornerstones cut 2 light & 2 

dark squares 3 1/2". 

Buffalo Sawtooth 


